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The work of the American Bible Society ts both missionary and benevolent. 


To all classes tn 


this country the Bible is sold at the mere cost of dublication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, ynd given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


EIGHTY-EIGHTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 

ADDRESS BY THE BISHOP OF EXETER. 


My CurIsTIAN FRIENDS: I grieve at the absence 
of my dear friend, Bishop Carpenter of Ripon. I 
grieve for the cause of it. I grieve for your sakes 
and for mine. You would have had his facile elo- 
quence, always an intellectual treat, instead of the 
poor, hesitating utterances of his substitute. But 
England expects every man to do his duty, and when 
called upon I could not refuse. 

If ever the British and Foreign Bible Society was 
wanted it is wanted to-day. It is wanted in the ever- 


rising tide of human knowledge. Knowledge puffeth | 


up in itself, but ‘love buildeth up, as in the Reviséd 
Version, or at least in the margin. Love buildeth up, 
and the Bible is just what we need to correct the un- 
balanced minds of mere scientists. What a lesson 
we have in the roth Psalm—the first six verses dedi- 
cated to the study of the works of God ; then comes 
the study of the word of God, correcting man’s secret 
faults and his-open transgressions, and it ends, “ Let 
the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 
heart be always acceptable in Thy sight, O Lord, my 
Strength and my Redeemer.’? Sure I am that the 


- study of the word of God is that which is absolutely 


needed in these days of advancing knowledge. Many 
are running to and fro, and knowledge is being in- 
creased. May God grant that his word concurrently 
have free course and be glorified! I remember that 
McCosh, in his Method of the Divine Government, says: 
“God keeps a check on man bya double line. Where 
he can see farthest he has the least power. He can 
calculate an eclipse and an occultation of the stars 
thousands of years to come, but he cannot touch 
them. He has power over his own limbs and his 


~ body, but he knows not what shall be on the morrow.” 


Is it not the case that the word of God is absolutely 
keep man in his own right 
position? Then the British and Foreign Bible So- 
sorely needed in the growth of scepticism 
I know nothing that so humbles 
The goodli- 


ness thereof is as the flower of the field. The grass 
withereth, and the flower fadeth, but the word of our 
God shall stand for ever.’”’ Some here remember 
those lines of Cowper, of which Dr. Chalmers was 
never weary: 

Yon cottazer who weaves at her own door, 

Pillow and bobbins all her little store, — 

Just knows, and knows no more, her Bible true, 

A truth the brilliant Frenchman never knew ; 

And in that charter reads, with sparkling eyes, 

Her title to a treasure in the skies. 

O happy peasant! O unhappy bard ! 

His the mere tinsel, hers the rich reward: 

He praised perhaps for ages yet to come; 

She never heard of half a mile from home: 

He lost in errors, bis vain heart.prefers ; 

She safe in the.simplicity of hers. 

It is just that that the British and Foreign Bible 
Society has put into the hands of men far and wide. 
As Martin Luther said : 

God’s truth they shall and must let stand, 
And small thanks to them for it; 

For he is with us in the land 
By his own word and Spirit. 

And then the British and Foreign Bible Society is 
wanted in these days of superstition. Oh! that that 
word—“God is a Spirit, and they that worship him 
must worship him in spirit and in truth ’—may echo 
through the temples of heathendom. Oh! that it 
may shatter the idolatrous superstitions of Rome. Oh! 
that it may be heard wherever there is anything that 
keeps the human heart back from close contact with 
God himself. Then the British and Foreign Bible 
Society is needed in the onward march of lawless- 
ness. Whatever be the form of government under 
which we live—and there are representatives here 
from all forms of government—whether it be a mon- 
archy, whether it be a republic, or whether it be what 
we, perhaps, with national pride may think the best of 
all—that is, the balanced equilibrium of the three 
great estates of the realm—whatever it is, the word of 
God proclaims, “ The powers that be are ordained of 
God: he, therefore, that resisteth them resisteth the 
ordinance of God.” We are not afraid in the least of 
our working brothers. We are one with them in 
every way, but we do long that they shall have, as, _ 
thank God! they have to so large and glorious an 
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extent in this land, the word of God in their right 
hand. Holding that word in their right hand we are 
not afraid of them. We know that our interests are 
one with theirs, and we thank God for it. Then the 
British and Foreign Bible Society is needed in the 
building up of believers. Yes, I am quite sure that if 
you have those who have been brought to some 
knowledge of the Saviour, especially in foreign lands, 
it is but a limited work until they have the Bible in 
their hands too. And, thank God ! this great society 
is pressing onward in all heathen and Moslem lands 
as the handmaid of the ambassadors of the gospel. 
May it never, never take a retrograde step! Vestigia 
nulla retrorsum, | am quite sure, must be our motto. 
Then we need the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in home reunion. Our chairman has admirably 
touched upon this point, and my words upon it shall 
be very few, though I had intended to enlarge upon 
it to some slight extent. We do need it, because 
there are points of real difference among us. We 
humbly say before God that we each hold our own 
with reference to our brothers’ independence: we, 
you and I, whatever be our special—shall I say 
creeds? Perhaps not, because we all hold with our 
whole heart, I believe, to the Apostles’ Creed. Per- 
haps all here hold to the Nicene Creed. The Bible 
unites us. I think of the non-episcopal brother ; and 
he is reading to his family: he takes Psalm xxiii., and 
the words fall like music on the ear of wife and chil- 
dren—“ The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall not want.” 
I think of him in perplexity, and the promise comes 
to cheer his heart—‘‘ The Lord thy God, he it is that 
doth go before thee: he will be with thee: he will 
not fail thee.’ I think of him as toiling hard and 
weary when his eye lights on the verse, “For my 
name’s sake thou hast labored, and hast not fainted.” 
I think of him in sorrow. Death has shadowed his 
home. He comes to the verse, “Jesus wept,” and 
his tears mingle with those of the Man of Sorrows. 
I feel I have there a link and a bond with my brother, 
and I say, as the warrior said to Jonadab, “Is thine 
heart right, as my heart is with thy heart?” And he 
said: “‘Itis. If it be, give me thy hand.’ Oh! the 
old word has these great and blessed things that 
unite us forever in the gospel of the grace of God. 
Then if ever the British and Foreign Bible Society was 
wanted it is to-day, when the whole world is open 
to the spread of the gospel. At Osaka, on the morn- 
ing of October 28th, the day of that great and terrible 
earthquake, when in two minutes and a quarter some 
9,000 to 10,000 souls were called to appear before 
God, I would like you to have been with me two 
hours afterward. It had been previously arranged 
for me to go to the divinity school. Archdeacon 
Warren’s house, in which I was, had been partly shat- 
tered. Thank God, I escaped with a wound in hand 
and foot, just the sign manual of God’s mercy. I was 
to have gone to examine the school, and hold a class 
among the students. Mr. Fyson, principal of the 
school, came to our house, partly wrecked as it was, 
ten minutes before nine o’clock. He said, ‘‘I sup- 
pose you won’t go now?” I said, “Indeed I shall, if 
you will have me.’’? I went in. His house was 
strewn with plaster in all parts. His wife and chil- 
dren had had a most marvellous escape that morning. 
I heard it from the lips of his wife that night. She 
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had six or seven children, and she put the baby into 
the nurse’s arms at the first shock of the earthquake, 
saying, “Nurse, run out, and I will be with you with 
the other children!’ In passing the little court, 
where, as is so often the case in Japan, there are little 
stepping-stones, the nurse stumbled and fell. Mrs. 
Fyson fell over the nurse, and all the children fell 
over Mrs. Fyson. Ifthey had gone on another yard 
and a half they would have been crushed, for a heavy 
chimney fell just in front of them. God’s hand saved 
them. : 

Well, I went into the school, and was permit- 
ted to conduct the examination. I had been asked 
to speak on the Deity of our Lord. I wish you had 
seen the way in which these young men drank in the 
simple testimony of the word of God to the Deity of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I was with them for two 
hours, and if you had seen the intense interest they 
took in the word of God you would say that the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society must never draw back 
from putting the word of life into the hands of those 
thirsting for the water of life. 

One more word, and I have done. The society is 
more needed than ever in prospect of the ever-nearer 
return of our dear Lord. The world is asking: “ Where 
is the promise of his coming? Since the fathers fell 
asleep all things continue as they were since the 
beginning of the creation;” but the voice of the 
Master is heard in his word. He cometh to judge 
the world. From the very beginning, as Gaussen 
says in his 7heopneustie, he laid his left hand on 
Enoch, and Enoch prophesied, “Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of his saints.” He laid 
his left hand on John in Patmos, and St. John prophe- 
sied, ‘Behold, he cometh with clouds, and every eye 
shall see him.” From the beginning to the end of the 
word of God it stands, ‘‘He cometh to judge the 
earth,” and the voice of the Master echoes in our 
hearts, ‘‘ Behold, I come quickly.” Is it so? Then 
the time is short for work. I speak to you as an old 
man; I shall very soon have finished my course on 
earth, but may God grant that we may do all that in 
us lies to spread the blessed knowledge of the word 
of God! What that word will be to us when the 
Master comes I know not. Perhaps it will be as a 
golden pot of manna laid up in the holy tabernacle 
that they might know what their fathers fed upon in 
the days of their pilgrimage, for I doubt not that 
those messages which have been the food of life to 
our souls will be dear to our hearts in our Father’s 
home. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


CuBa.—A recent visitor in Havana found no less 
than ten evangelical preachers regularly engaged in 
Protestant churches and chapels—a marked contrast 
to the state of things when an agent of the Bible 
Society went there in 1882, and found no one to sym- 
pathize with him in his work. 

S1AM.—Mr. Carrington speaks of a tour of thirteen 
days, in the course of which he circulated more than 
a thousand Portions, all of which were sold except 
about a hundred copies which were donated to 
prisoners. 
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CANTON.—A missionary says: 

Our station at Sam kong is only fifteen miles south 
of the border of Hunan, one of the two Chinese prov- 
inces closed to the gospel. Across that border Chris- 
tian tracts and printed Gospels are quietly travelling, 
and Hunan men, coming down on business, are attend- 
ing our mission services. 


a 


Cui1nA.—Dr. Wheeler writes: 

Two of our native colporteurs were recently sent 
into the province of Hunan, that centre of Chinese 
fanaticism and of the anti-foreign feeling, displays of 
which so recently agitated China and the civilized 
world. They perfectly understood the situation, but 
bravely went to their appointed task. I have thought 
much about them, and they and their mission have 
been frequently remembered in my prayers. I shall 
look with great interest for the report of their expe- 
rience in that difficult and dangerous field. 


TURKEY. 
CONSTANTINOPLE, September 13, 1892. 

You have probably learned through the papers 
before this that the Turkish government acceded to 
the demands of our government in the matter of the 
house burned at Bourdour, and granted an indemnity 
besides undertaking other reparation. But probably 
you have not learned from the papers that, immedi- 
ately after this settlement, the Porte, under the vig- 
orous pressure of Mr, Newberry, at last sent a most 
positive telegram to Alachan, which ended the diffi- 
culty with our colporteur which has existed there for 
a year and a half. I am glad to report that we have 
now not a single case of interference with our work 
anywhere to be settled. Thus we have had a most 
encouraging illustration of the benefit of a vigorous 
backing up of our Legation from Washington, and 
especially of a visit from one or two respectable iron- 
clads, flying the American flag. 

Constantinople has quarantined itself against pretty 
much the rest of the world. It is whispered that the 
anxiety manifested by His Imperial Majesty is not 
entirely on behalf of his subjects. M. BowEN. 


THE CHOLERA IN PERSIA. 


ZENZINAB, near Tabreez, August 19, 1892. 

I write again to inform you that we are all still 
spared and in good health through the loving favor of 
our kind Heavenly Father. Many have fallen by our 
side and hundreds are dying in the city every day. 

The cholera came to this place much to the sur- 
prise of all, for in former times, the people say, they 
always escaped. In the city it was very severe and 
fatal, and we are informed that there were four hun- 
dred or five hundred deaths daily. Already 5,000 
have died, and among them the Armenian arch- 
bishop, who has been such an opposer of our work. 
We hear that the cholera has reached Teheran at 
last, and also Maragha, Khoi, and Zenzan. Two men 
guarding our tent were taken, but by prompt atten- 
tion on the part of our doctor they survived. We 
hope and pray that this pestilence will break down 
the false hopes the Moslems have in their way of 
salvation, and will exalt Christ before their eyes. 
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TABREEZ, September 5. 
Dr. Vanneman and I came to the city this forenoon 
to see what the prospects are for moving down from 
our mountain retreat, but we decided not to attempt 
it for a week yet. The cholera seems to be about 
finished, and we do not hear of any deaths for three 
or four days. I hope it will not return as the inhabi- 
tants come back to the city. I write to assure you 
that we are all well. All our mission circle are spared 

also. W. L. WHIPPLE. 


UNITED: STATES OF COLOMBIA. 
BARANQUILLA, September 13, 1£92. 

I left Curacao with Yepez on the 26th of August in 
the “Architect,” and arrived in this city on Monday, 
the 29th. We have been kindly received by all the 
missionaries, and are comfortably housed under the 
friendly roof of Rev. T. S. Pond and family, at whose 
table 1 find home-like food, which to me is a great 
boon and blessing. : 

Yepez is canvassing the northern and I the south- 
ern half of the city. We are meeting with moderate 
success, but the work of selling Bibles is very slow 
and tedious, owing to the fact that the people, as a 
rule, take no interest in reading anything. I have 
been much surprised at the large percentage of those 
who are unable to read. There can be no compari- 
son made in this respect between Venezuela and 
Colombia, though I am told that in the interior there 
is more enlightenment, and that the proportion of 
those who cannot read is considerably less. 

By spending a great deal of time in each house in 
reading select portions, we succeed in selling a goodly 
number of copies, most of which are small cheap 
Testaments and Gospels, with a few Bibles. The 
missionaries show their appreciation of our work, 
and are availing themselves of my services by having 
me preach from four to six sermons a week. Their 
congregations have so increased that they are taking 
steps to secure the theatre for a series of meetings. 
The state of morals here is worse than in Mexico or 
Venezuela. Comparatively few persons are married, 
but nearly all women have children, and many men 
have a plurality of wives. 

I have not received a word from you or from my 
family since I left Curacao, for the Colombian author- 
ities have taken very strict quarantine measures 
against the cholera, and have closed their ports 
against all European vessels—so that our mail com- 
munications are cut off, and at any time the ports 
may be closed against American steamers also. 

JosEPH NORWOOD. 


NOTES FROM THE FIELD OF THE 
LEVANT AGENCY. 


The difficulties connected with colportage in the 
Trebizond or Eastern Turkey district seem almost 
insuperable. There is, apparently, no alleviation to 
the poverty of the people. The colporteurs, espe- 
cially in all the region around Bitlis, still accept grain, 
fruit, and indeed almost anything in exchange for 
Bibles. The dangers connected with travelling 
through the district are sufficient of themselves to ~ 
make colportage an unattractive work, and occasion 
us considerable embarrassment in securing desirable 
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men. Quite recently a colporteur who had just with- 
drawn from the service was murdered by brigands in 
the vicinity of Erzingan. To the ordinary difficulties 
of the work in this district are now added those re- 
sulting from cholera, or rather the quarantines which 
cholera occasions. The provinces seem to manage 
the matter of quarantine on “home rule”’ principles, 
greatly interfering with inter-provincial communica- 
tion and traffic. Notwithstanding all difficulties, how- 
ever, the good work goes on. The Bitlis colporteur, 
one day talking to a crowd of people in a village, suc- 
ceeded in arousing the interest of a villager of Hizan, 
who was among the listeners. He purchased a Testa- 
ment which he read to his four companions as they 
were returning to their own village. They also be- 
came deeply interested, and returned to the deposi- 
tory to buy for themselves. These men in their turn 
told the story of the gospel to their countrymen in 
Hizan. The priest of the village then became inter- 
ested and purchased a complete Bible for the pur- 
pose of reading to the villagers generally. And now 
the whole village has become so interested, that who- 
ever among them visits the city is sure to call at the 
depository to talk about the Bible. 

The colporteur in the district of Rodosto and Galli- 
poli continues to make special efforts to have the 
New Testament generally adopted as a text-book in 
both Greek and Armenian schools, and meets with 
much encouragement from prominent teachers. Re- 
cently this man visited an old Greek monastery not 
far from Rodosto. He was well received by the 
Abbot, who, however, proved so ignorant as to con- 
fess himself utterly incompetent to decide as to 
whether the book sold by the colporteur was a true 
Bible or false. He was however persuaded that all 
was right when the colporteur showed him a New 
Testament which had previously been stamped by 
the Greek bishop of Gallipoli. 

The colporteur at Kutaya one day sold some copies 
of Turkish Scriptures. But a day or two afterwards 
the purchasers meeting him on the street desired to 
return the books, as they had learned in some way 
that they were untrustworthy. Considerably dis- 
couraged the colporteur went to his room, from 
whence he went forth to try it again, after having 
earnestly prayed for guidance. He met a Greek 
who startled him by accusing him of trying to pervert 
the Turks as he had failed to pervert them, the 
Greeks, with his lying books. Then these Turks, who 
had returned their books, asked him his object in 
selling books so cheap. When he answered that it 
was for the purpose of teaching all men of the one 
Almighty God, they inquired why he worshipped 
pictures, if he believed thus in the one God. He 
answered that he did not, neither did the Bible which 
he offered teach any such sin, and read aloud to them 
the second commandment. At the same time he 
pointed to the above mentioned Greek, who he said 
had cursed the book, because it forbids the wor- 
shipping of pictures. This turned the tide against 
the Greek, who it appears had been the cause of the 
whole difficulty, and who now received from all only 
the severest condemnation. In the evening that same 
Greek came to the colporteur’s room and purchased 
a Testament, bringing with him also several com- 
panions who likewise purchased Testaments. 
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Experience by colporteurs of kindly treatment on 
the part of ecclesiastics is sufficiently rare to be very 
gratifying when it occurs. Recently the colporteur in 
the Nicomedia district was welcomed and entertained 
in an Armenian village by the priest. After two or 
three hours spent in profitable conversation, the col- 
porteur proposed that they unite in prayer before 
retiring The priest assented and joined in the col- 
porteur’s prayers with hearty amens. The next day 
the priest told the people of what a good visitor he 
had had, and of how the colporteur had prayed ear- 
nestly for God’s blessing upon their village and en- 
couraged them all to buy for themselves copies of 
the Scriptures. With the numereus annoyances 
occasioned by the interference of Turkish officials, it 
is pleasant to report occasionally an experience of 
the opposite kind. This same colporteur at another 
village was treated with great kindness and courtesy 
by the “Mudir” of the village, and afterwards fur- 
nished with guards for his protection 0. a dangerous 
road over which he was to pass. 

In the Broosa district a colporteur, summoned 
before the “Mudir” for examination of himself and 
of his books, by a happy reply succeeded in averting 
the suspicion of this official. The ‘‘ Mudir” examined 
his travelling passport, and remarked that it stated 
that the man was a preacher (which he formerly had 
been), and inquired what business a preacher had to 
be selling books? “ May not a doctor sell medicine?” 
the colporteur replied, and the ‘“‘ Mudir”’ was satis- 
fied and even pleased. M. B. 


KOREA. 


In one of the villages I was called to see a young 
man suffering with pneumonia. Life seemed to be 
fast ebbing away, and, as we were only to be in the 
village over night, I left some medicine and directions 
how to treat him. I pointed him also to the Great 
Physician, and for the first time he and the family 
heard the glorious tidings of salvation. The father 
bought a copy of Matthew's Gospel and promised to 
read it. Several weeks afterward, as we returned to 
this village, the first to greet me was this young man. 
He had fully recovered, and his expressions of grati- 
tude were very great. He said he was trying to do 
all I had told him. He had been reading the good 
book every day, and the whole village of four hun- 
dred inhabitants knew what the doctor had done and 
they met together every day to hear the good book 
read. The people flocked into our room and re- 
mained until nearly midnight, listening with the 
deepest interest to the story of salvation and inquir- 
ing the way to God. They pleaded with me to re- 


main with them, and I was very sorry that I could — 


not.—Dr. J. W. Hall, in the Chinese Recorder. 


Pale 1. 


Rev. Mr. Alexander of Assiout, writes as follows: 

The colporteur to the north of Assiout in visiting 
the Coptic Monastery at Dair El-Moharrak was able 
to sell to the monks ten large reference Bibles and a 


number of smaller Bibles and Testaments. Thisis a 
rich monastery, the inmates of which have become 
successful agriculturists, but have persistently refused _ 
the light of the Scriptures, following the traditions. 
i 3 = 
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and superstitions of the churchly monasticism. It 
has often been reported that “things were done of 
them in secret of which it is a shame even to speak.” 
May God’s word bring light and knowledge and life 
' to those ignorant, misguided men, and make to cease 
among theny “the unfruitful works of darkness, mak- 
ing them to be not only effective tillers of the soil, 
but laborers together with God in his vineyard.” 
Mr. Alexander then refers to an interesting move- 
ment among the Copts in upper Egypt, of which he 
writes as follows: ‘‘We hope it is the beginning of 
a great reform. For several years a number of them, 
mostly young men, have been meeting together for 
the study of the Scriptures. They have had enlight- 
ened Coptic priests to teach them and to preach to 
them as they were able, but finding that they were 
not advancing in knowledge and knowing that these 
ignorant priests and clergy could do nothing further 
for them, the leaders asked for and have received, for 
a time, one of our licentiates as preacher and religious 
teacher. The meetings are held in the Cathedral 
church of Assiout. Hundreds are present every 
night, and on Sabbaths the attendance is reported to 
be over one thousand. They have removed their 
pictures, abstain from saint worship, do not confess 
to the priests, nor receive absolution, declare they 
do nct believe in transubstantiation, etc., etc., though 
they stlll observe the church fasts and feasts and 
other church practices and ceremonies. We ear- 
nestly hope that this movement is the beginning of 
genuine reform, and that the idolatrous, superstitious 
practices of the Coptic church may soon be abolished 
and cease to be a stumbling block to the Moham- 
medans in receiving the gospel of Jesus. ” 


WEST AFRICA. 


Mrs. De Heer writes from Benito: 

Please render our thanks to the Bible Society for 
the Bibles sent us, and assure them that they are car- 
rying the message of salvation to many who were 
ready to perish. One who came to be enrolled as 
an inquirer, the other day, said: “And now I must 
have a New Testament, or how can I know the will 
of God?’’? When the Spirit of God reaches the seed 
sown in the heart through the word, its latent vitality 
will assert itself and the soul will be blessed. If we 
do not succeed in getting much money, we will be 
glad in the thought that the poor have the gospel 
preached to them. 


FROM A LETTER ON WENLT zs. 
VERNACULAR. 


(FROM THE ‘“ CHINESE RECORDER.”’) z 

I do not regard the Wenli as being the language of 
China other than as Latin is that of Western Europe, 
and I do not believe that there is any disposition now- 
a-days to underestimate its true claims. 

The language of the classics is only ina modified 
sense the book language of modern China. That it 
is not the spoken language we all know. But it is 


not even the sole written medium in by far the larger 


_ part of the empire, though of course it is in familiar 
use as such among the literati. : ; 
China is like Europe in that the various provinces 
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(or kingdoms) speak differing tongues. But it is 
unlike Europe in that it has one living tongue-—wnit- 
ten as well as spoken—which is so widely diffused 
that it has a claim to be considered the modern 
tongue of the people such as belongs to no mere dia- 
lect, which has a power of growth and a refinement 
that I suspect the dialects do not possess, and which 
is destined to a future for which none of them can 
hope. Spoken from the borders of Mongolia in the 
North to the far province of Yunnan in the South, and 
from the borders of Thibet on the West to within a 
few days’ travel of the Babel-tongued eastern Coast 
line—if China has a national language to-day it is 
not the half-dead Wenli of its literary pedants, but 
that which officials and people alike know as the 
‘“Kuan-hwa.” As being a spoken language, the 
“ Mandarin” fulfills the first duty of a living tongue, 
but as a written language it is also worthy of a high 
place among its peers, having a large and increasing 
literature. It is true that its written symbols are de- 
rived from the venerable Wenli, that it has endless 
links of connection with it, and also that in the hands 
of some of its writers it approaches indefinitely near 
to the old book language even in form, but this is 
only what can be equally said of certain Western 
tongues in their relation to the Latin, and in neither 
the one case nor the other is the claim of the modern 
language to the rights and dignity of an: independent 
existence disputable. 

Such being the case, it follows that, as with French 
or any other language having its roots in the past, the 
study and effective use of modern Chinese is conceiva- 
bly possible apart from any reference to the old 
Wenli. Such masters of English as John Bright have 
become such without learning the languages of 
Greece and Rome. So it is possible that there may 
be missionaries of power and culture who have from 
some cause not mastered the classical language of 
ancient China. But since the language in present use 
is that in which their work has to be done, this should 
surely have their first attention rather than that which, 
however elegant as an accomplishment and useful as 
an aid to study, is not a necessity. 

If, however, the question be not as to the know!l- 
edge of and power to use the Wenli, but as to the 
possession of a large and accurate acquaintance with 
the literature of the past—then, I fear, the race 


-of giants is disappearing, and will, however it be 


regretted. Times have changed since men like 
Morrison, Legge, and Wylie, won a clearer, wider in- 
sight into the thoughts and doings of the sages and 
heroes of ancient China than many native scholars 
themselves possess. Their successors have a freedom 
to carry forward the evangelization of the land for 
which they longed in vain, and they would be un- 
worthy of their missionary ancestry if they did not 
use their freedom. But just for this reason they can- 
not do what their predecessors did. They have 
small store of leisure for literary investigations, 
Yet probably Morrison himself would to-day act as 
they are doing. “The king’s business requireth 
haste,’’ and it is at least as urgent a duty to build up 
churches of living men as to become familiar with 
dead ones. I take it that this is the true and wholly 
honorable explanation of an undoubted fact. Grati- 
tude should lead us to recognize that the men of 
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whose record we are justly proud, by doing so well 
the work alone possible for them in early days, have 
made the like work less needful now, and have 
made our own somewhat different task feasible. For 
the rest, let us remember that the true successors of 
the prophets are not those who copy most closely 
their plans and forms of labor, but those who, with 
a like adaptation to the claims and possibilities of a 
living present, are fired with a like self-forgetting 
loyalty to Christ and the souls he died to save. 

To return to the question of Wenli versus Colloquial: 
For more than twenty years I have hard y opened 
the Wenli Bible, and we have practically little use for 
itin the North. I have never (except in the way of 
reference) used it in public preaching. If I did, not 
one in a hundred could read it with me, or even un- 
derstand it when read. Happily our ‘“ Mandarin” 
translation is a fairly good one and is understood. In 
our Sunday congregations there are always a number 
of cultivated men present, and some of really good 
scholarship are among our best Christian workers. 
I believe the like is true of other missions. Now, it 
is to the point to remark that the reverence for, and 
interest in, the word of God as presented to the peo- 
ple in the Colloquial, is markedly growing. It is not 
saying too much to assert that the Scripture lesson, 
especially when read by one of the literati of whom I 
have just spoken, is one of the most helpful and de- 
lightful parts of the service. The reading is followed 
by the bulk of the audience just as easily as is that of 
the English version by ourselves, and the course of 
an argument, age and the beauty of a passage, too, 
are often strikingly brought out by the admirable de- 
livery of the reader. Whether such results would be 
possible, except by the use of the vernacular, is surely 
doubtful. For myself I am often thankful that there 
is here no danger of the sacred words being marred 
by a running translation. 

There is a picture in mind as I write which I will 
venture to put into words. It is of a venerable divine 
reading, say, the first chapter of St. Paul’s letter to 
the Ephesians, to an English congregation in London 
or New York, from the yet more venerable Vulgate, 
and accompanying every verse with an impromptu 
rendering into current English! The congregation— 
well, they listen, but with very varying expressions of 
interest upon their faces. The handful of persons 
conversant with the ancient language of the Church 
are plainly infinitely more curiously critical ot the 
reader’s accuracy and grace as a translator than 
thoughtful of the teaching of the apostle; while of 
the unlettered crowd, a few (whose memories, like 
those of the Chinese, are phenomenal) are mentally 
comparing to-day’s version of the passage with others 
heard before, and the rest are, in proportion to their 
interest in spiritual things, either trying to gain a defi- 
nite idea of the chapter and wishing it were easier to 
do so, or idly thinking of other things. A shrewd 
newspaper correspondent, who is present, jots down 
in his note-book as a subject for a telling leader, “The 
fatuity of ecclesiastics who dream of making popular 
among the masses a book which only the learned can 
read.” And then the service closes with the singing 
by a trained choir of the 103d Psalm admirably trans- 
lated and adapted from the Hebrew into Latin hexa- 
meters by one of the early Church Fathers ! 
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I would rather worship elsewhere, and I think the 
people would, too. Affectionately yours, 
JONATHAN LEES. 


THE SHANGHAI VERNACULAR. 


From an address of the Rev. Y. K. Yen, at the 
annual meeting of the Christian Vernacular Society 
of Shanghai: i 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: I have to thank you 
for your good-will in calling me to the presidency of 
this society. I congratulate you on the completion 
of the third year of its existence, and I hope and 
pray that it may widen its sphere and deepen its 
foundation more and more until it may occupy the 
same position here as the Christian Vernacular So- 
ciety does in India. 

In Canton, Swatow, Amoy, Foochow, and Ningpo 
the vernacular is largely used, which shows that it is 
needful to missicnary work. It is the living language 
of the people. 

The importance of the vernacular lies in the fact 
that the chief object of the Christian Church is to 
convey Christian truths. Now, these truths are en- 
tirely: strange to the Chinese, whether highly or plainly 
educated in their own literature. To the latter the 
Wenli itself is a study : consequently how difficult it 
is to impart Christian truths in that unfamiliar tongue! 
Even with the highly educated, who, by the way, 
always converse in the vernacular, the putting of 
strange truths in a plain dress helps the understanding 
of them. 

When we consider again that the masses are the 
ones we Christians can at present come in contact 
with, and also that the majority of converts are plain 
people, we see the greater reason that books in the 
vernacular ought to be increased. One missionary 
said that we ought to reach the officials and the 
literati more. There is not one who does not second 
the wish; but, as we cannot do so, we must be con- 
tent with the middle and lower classes. So, in like 
manner, we would prefer to use the Wenli or the 
Mandarin, but so far as the Shanghai masses are con- 
cerned they are clumsy and obscure the subject 
matter—or at least they make the reading of it a task 
and study—and we have no alternative but to use the 
vernacular. To be particular about the style may 
defeat our main object. 

Yet, after all, the vernacular might become re- 
spectable, or even honored, if valuable books by 
scholarly Christians could be published in it. There 
is no reason why it should always be aiscountenanced 
and ridiculed. I do not indeed hope that it will ever 
attain among the Chinese the same position as the 
English in the West; but this I do say: that if books 
of value and learning by well-known scholars could 
be published in it, it would be popular and respected 
and honored. 

Another remark I wish to make is this: that al- 
though the Shanghai or any other vernacular is con- 
sidered rustic, and generally called the spoken fa/ois, 
it is not easy to write it grammatically and lucidly. 


The most highly-educated Shanghai man cannot — 


manage it, as every foreign missionary may testify. 
There are not more than five or six teachers in 
Shanghai who can write it well. It is important, 
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therefore, that every mission should train up young 
men under the guidance of the few who are yet 
among us, so that they may take their places when 
the time comes.— 7he Chinese Recorder. 


DOMESTIC. DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS, 


CALIFORNIA AND NEvADA.—The first Sabbath of 
the month of August I spent in Reno, Nev.; the sec- 
ond, at Carson City ; the third, at Virginia City ; speak- 
ing in each of these cities from two to four times each 
Sabbath. I also preached, by invitation, to the pris- 
oners in the Nevada State Prison. I reorganized the 
branch at Virginia City, and organized the Carson 
branch ; also met the board of managers of the State 
society at Reno, at which time the whole amount col- 
lected was donated to the American Bible Society. 
My visit to western Nevada was one of the most 
pleasant I have made in nineteen years. The last 
Sabbath of the month I preached in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Berkeley, Cal., and took a collec- 
tion for the Bible cause larger than they have ever 
given there. 


GrorcIA.—The first week in August I attended the 
session of the Dahlonega District Conference, held at 
Cleveland, eighteen miles from the railroad, at the 
foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains. This I find to bea 
great field for missionary enterprise. On the first 
Sunday I preached and presented the cause to a large 
congregation in the First Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Atlanta. On the third Sunday I attended the anni- 
versary of the Marietta Bible Society. Rev. T. F. 
McCarty delivered the address, and the meeting was 
an interesting one. A donation of $50 was made to 
the American Bible Society. 


ILLINoIs.—Stephenson County Bible Society held 
its forty-third anniversary in two of the Freeport 
churches on Sabbath evening, August 28th. One was 
held in the First Methodist Episcopal Church, and 
was addressed by Rev. Dr. Villars, of Dakota. His 
discourse was an able and timely one, on the “advan- 
tages to individuals and nations from the possession 
and right use of the Divine oracles.’”’ He emphasized 
the work of the American Bible Society, and exhorted 
to greater liberality in the cause. A collection was 
taken up at the close for the Sunday School Supply 
work. The other meeting was held at the Second Pres- 
byterian Church, and was ably addressed by the Rev. 
Mr. Ott, of the English Lutheran Church. Both meet- 
ings were well attended, as also a German Bible meet- 
ing ona previous Sabbath. The Bible cause was never 
in a more prosperous condition in the county. The 
contributions have been very liberal throughout the 
county, considering the very wet season when the 
work was going on. The auxiliary makes a donation 
of $250 to the Parent Society, and starts out with a 
good prospect for the future. 


InpIANA.—Notwithstanding the very hot month of 
August, your District Superintendent visited 8 socie- 
ties, held 4 anniversaries, attended 1 conference, trav- 
elled 860 miles, delivered 16 addresses to congrega- 
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tions and Sunday schools, and received encouraging 
collections. 


lowa.—We have several auxiliaries in Iowa that 
will not have a public Bible society meeting, nor do 
much for the Bible cause, unless the District Superin- 
tendent for the American Bible Society can be with 
them ; and as it takes him over three years to go over 
his field, the meetings that should be held anaually 
are at least that far apart. It was with some of such 
that I held meetings this month. We had interesting 
gatherings, good attendance and attention; but the 
giving was not as free nor as large as if they had been 
contributing to the cause each year, or oftener. Va- 
cations of this sort are not helpful in any way. 

Several churches, especially among the Germans, 
have done more for the Bible cause this month than 
usual, and since last report 7 Sunday schools have 
been supplied with 164 volumes of Bibles, valued at 
$96 50. 

KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—I am now making 
it a special point to have mass meetings in the after- 
noons of Sunday for Sunday school scholars, teachers, 
and superintendents, and all the children in the com- 
munity, whether members of Sunday schools or not. 
One special object of these meetings is, to induce the 
superintendents and teachers to place the Bible in 
the hands of each pupil in the schools, and to reach 
the children outside of the Sunday schools. The 
restoration of the Bible to the Sunday school will 
require patience and perseverance ; as some schools 
are wedded to their church literature—and the Bible 
has been so long neglected—it is difficult to get it 
restored to its legitimate place. 


MICHIGAN AND WisconsIn.—During the month of 
August the work has been reorganized at Stanton, 
Mich., with encouraging results. Of the anniversa- 
ries attended, the one at Dodgeville justifies special 
mention. It called out a very large congregation 
and the meeting was one of the most enthusiastic 
that it has been my privilege to attend in a long 
time. 

Through the kindness of a few friends of the Bible, 
I have been able to stipply the Wisconsin Peniten- 
tiary with Bibles in various languages, to meet the 
needs of the prisoners. 

Two hundred and fifty-one children in the Sunday 


schools have been supplied by your Superintendent 


this month, at half rates. This was done after efforts 
were made to supply the children, or the parents of 
the children, through the local depositories. 


Mississipp1 AND LouistIANA.—During the month 
of August, six meetings were held in the interest of 
the Bible cause: one in Purvis, one in Lumberton, 
one in Macon, one in Waynesboro and two in Me- 
ridian, one in the First Presbyterian Church, and the 
other in the First Methodist Episcopal Church. These 
meetings were very well attended, especially by. 
Methodists and Presbyterians, and the results were 
very satisfactory under the circumstances. In ad- 
dition to the unprecedented overflow of the Missis- 
sippi River, constant and heavy rains have been 
falling throughout this region of country for nearly two 
months; hence the crop prospect is very poor idneed, 
and, as a consequence, the people do not feel able to 
contribute much to any cause, however worthy. 
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New JERSEY, DELAWARE, AND STATEN ISLAND.— 
Sabbath, August 7th, was spent at Frenchtown, N. J. 
Union meetings of the Presbyterian and Methodist 
Episcopal congregations were held morning and 
evening in their respective churches. I preached on 
both occasions to large audiences; the contributions 
were nearly double the amount received last year. 
August 14th, I was with the Methodist Episcopal 
Churches at Tom’s River and Island Heights; at the 
former place enough was contributed to make a life 
member of the American Bible Society. 

The annual meeting of the Hunterdon County 
Bible Society was held at Lebanon, N. J., on August 
23d. This society has had a good year, and plans 
were made for increasing activity the coming year. 
The collections for the past year show a gratifying 
increase. August 24th I addressed the great Sabbath 
school gathering at Jamesburg, N. J. About four 
thousand people were in attendance. 

I closed the month’s labors with the churches at 
Stirling and Mount Bethel, N. J. 


New Yorx.—During the month of August several 
auxiliaries have been visited, conferences had with 
their officers, and assurances received from them to 
increase the interest, if possible, in the Bible cause in 
their respective territories. A delightful Sabbath was 
spent with the churches of Canandaigua, and much 
interest was manifested in the Bible cause by the 
large congregations. 


NoRTH AND SouTH CAROLINA.—During August I 
have attended and addressed the annual meetings of 
Mecklenburg, Gaston, Robeson, and Rowan County 
Bible Societies in North Carolina, and that of Reed- 
ville in S. C. I have also attended and addressed on 
the Bible Supply the county Sunday school conven- 
tions in South Carolina and North Carolina. Besides 
these I addressed several congregations and Sabbath 
schools. I secured donations from Gaston and Robe- 
son societies, and the promise of another from Rowan 
County society. 


OREGON, WASHINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND 
Utau.—During the month I have visited and held 
Bible meetings at Deer Lodge, in Deer Lodge County, 
Mont.; at Butte City, in Silver Bow County; at Boze- 
man, in Gallatin County, and at Livingston and Bill- 
ings, in Yellowstone County, There are Bible soci- 
eties centering at all those places. The annual meet- 
ings of all those societies were well attended. With 
but few exceptions, the pastors and their congrega- 
tions united in these services, which were of more 
than ordinary interest. 

Both the sales and collections are, in most cases, in 
advance of those of the previous year. 

It was my privilege to meet, and, by invitation of 
the bishops, to address the Montana Conference of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, which met at Ana- 
conda, and the Montana Conference of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, which met at Bozeman. 
The action of those Conferences toward the American 
Bible Society was of the most encouraging character. 


I am pleased to report progress in the Bible work 
in Montana. 


Texas.—This month I took part in anniversaries 
held by Fannin County Auxiliary Society at Bonham, 
Ladonia Auxiliary at Ladonia, and Montague County 
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Society at Bowie. Notwithstanding the very hot weath- 
er, these meetings were very satisfactory and encour- 
aging. All these societies report an increase in sales 
and collections for the year. I also attended the 
annual Sunday school Convention of Fannin County 
at Savoy, distributed documents and explained our 
plan for Sunday school supply. 


DUTCHESS COUNTY FEMALE BIBLE 
SOCIETY, N. Y. 


EXTRACTS FROM THE SEVENTY-SEVENTH REPORT. 


Although we cannot rejoice over any great gains in 
the record of the year, yet the work goes forward. 

We are thankful for every effort made by our bur- 
den-bearers—thankful, also, that there is a chance for 
greater effort, for more earnest consecration. Re- 
viewing the year’s work as a whole, I would not will- 
ingly suggest one discouraging thought, but my own 
fears are that we are not doing a// we might in so 
good a cause. 

An excellent leaflet, published in the interest of 
home misssions, is called, ‘‘ Bringing the Ranks up to 
the Standard.” Dear sisters, a higher standard awaits 
us ; shall we not labor to attain thereto? 

God does not wish feeble or half-hearted laborers 
in his great field. Are not his words ‘‘ Woe to them 
that are at ease in Zion,” and “Cursed is every one 
that doeth the work of the Lord negligently’’? To 
each officer and visitor of our society we make this 
request: Will you not do more earnestly, more con- 
scientiously than ever before, whatever lies before you 
as duty? 

Do not return to your homes to-day with the feeling 
that you have no more responsibility in this matter 
until the last week in June of 1892. If I mistake not, 
the duty of each visitor is, not only to give the word 
of God to the needy in her own precinct, but to be 
ready, in season and out, to visit the sick, to read 
God’s word to the aged, the feeble, the afflicted, and, 
most of all, to lead souls to Christ. If this is not our 
work, then let us cease to pray “ Thy kingdom come.” 

The thought comes to me that it is peculiarly im- 
perative for us always, before contributing our yearly 
offerings toward this blessed cause, to ponder care- 
fully, prayerfully, “ How much do I owe,” not to the 
society as a member, not to the visitor from sense of 
duty, but to the Lord Jesus Christ, to send the glad 
tidings of salvation through him to the uttermost parts 
of the earth? -s 

When this society was organized, although money 
was not abundant and home comforts few, the consti- 
tution ordained that each member should pay annu- 
ally fifty cents. It seems hardly possible now that 
any Christian woman would be satisfied to give less 
than one dollar. Perhaps this may require a little self- 
denial, but is not self-denial sweet “In His Name?” 

In a certain church the members had always con- 
tributed freely, willingly. Still new objects came for- 


ward, new requests were made for their silver and — 
gold, until the sentiment arose, “We are weary of _ 
giving; we shall become impoverished.” A woman 
of this society, as was her custom, took from its place _ 
a tiny envelope used for her regular contribution to 


home missions. She opened her purse; there lay th 
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nickels, the amount she always gave. She hesitated; 
she thought of the church debt, of the money she had 
already given, of the needs in the home, then she 
exclaimed, ‘‘I will give it while I have it,” and thrust- 
ing it quickly into the envelope, she read the text 
thereon: “ Give, and it shall be given unto you; good 
measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and 
running over.” Her heart responded: “Aye, my 
Lord and my God, my cup runneth over continually.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


DOM PEDRO AND THE BOOK. 


Soon after the death of Dom Pedro, the late Em- 
peror of Brazil, the New York Zvangelist published 
some most interesting statements concerning his love 
of the Bible, from the pen of the Rev. J. C. Fletcher, 
which it is not yet too late to reproduce: 

In the summer of 1864 I had one of the accustomed 
notes from the emperor, inviting me to the palace at 
an hour when we should be alone. I supposed that it 
was for conversation on literary matters, and took 
with me a volume of elegant English extracts and 
criticisms of the late George S. Hillard, of Boston, the 
author of “Six Months in Italy.” I waited alone for 
a few moments in his private cabinet, and began read- 
ing in the volume that remarkable and sublime poem, 
“The Burial of Moses,” which had appeared anony- 
mously in an English magazine, but which, some 
months after this, the late Dr. James Hamilton (of 
Regent Square Presbyterian Church, London,) in- 
formed me was written by Mrs. Alexander, of Glas- 
gow. While thus engaged, the emperor entered, and 
seeing a book in my hand, said: “What have you 
here, Mr. Fletcher?” I explained to him the nature 
of the work, and called his attention to “The Burial 
of Moses.” Our conversation was in French, and I 
translate it literally, as I recall it. I was seated at his 
side, and he took the volume and said he wished to 
read the poem, preceding which are these words from 
Deut. xxxiv. 5,6: “So Moses the servant of the Lord 


died there in the land of Moab, according to the word ~ 


of the Lord. And he buried him in a valley in the 
land of Moab, over against Beth-peor: but no man 
knoweth of his sepulchre unto this day.’’ After he had 


read this, I expected him to go on reading the poem, © 


of which this was the text. Instead of this, he closed 
the book, keeping his finger between the pages where 
the poem was, and then, in a low and humble tone, 
in the quietness of that secluded room, said to me: 

“Mr. Fletcher, I love the Bible. 
day, and the more I read it, the more I love it. There 
are some people who do not love the Bible. I do not 
understand them.” These words surprised me, espe- 


cially with his manner and voice. Not only did I 


listen, but I had been watching the lips which had 
uttered them, with evident, though suppressed emo- 
tion. I also noted that, instead of looking me intently 
in the face, as was his wont with those with whom he 
was conversing, his eyes were in humility cast upon 
the floor. 

When there was a pause, I broke the silence by say- 


_ ing that “those who did not love the Bible were those 


who did not read it.” He answered, “I do not under- 
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stand such people, but I love it; I love its simplicity, 
and I love its very repetitions and reiterations of 
truth. As I said, I read it daily, and the more I read 
it, the more I love it.” 

After this he read the whole poem, stopping from 
time to time to note its beauties and its deep spiritual 
meaning. He then read it a second time without 
comment, drinking in the sublimities of one of the 
most remarkable poems in the English language. 

Now no man can “love the Bible,” and ‘‘read it 
every day,” and “the more he reads it, the more he 
loves it,” without having within him that which is far 
more significant than a liking for the mere literature 
of the Bible. I noticed that day, as I had noticed be- 
fore, that over the entrance door to his chapel, instead 
of the usual Roman Catholic adcrnments of the image 
of some saint, or of the Virgin Mary with the bleeding 
heart, there was nothing but a simple lamb, sculp- 
tured in low relief, reclining upon a cross, and beneath 
it, in Latin, the words: ‘Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world” (John i. 29). 


THE DESPISED BOOK. 


God never leaves his people without precious 
promises, neither does he ever leave evil doers with- 
out sufficient warning. His revealed word is a book 
of both blessing and threatening, and no individual 
or people can despise the latter with impunity. In 
the period of Jewish history which passes under re- 
view in this connection we see how the nation by 
its disloyalty to God has been brought to the verge 
of its downfall. It is fairly caught in the rapids and 
must soon be plunged into the fearful abyss. The 
good Josiah was the last king who attempted to stem 
the current—to save the nation by a reformation in 
civil and ecclesiastical affairs. He was confirmed 
in his commendable course by the finding of the 
book of the law, the warnings of which he carefully 
heeded. With his death the light of the nation’s 
hope went out. In his eldest son we have an illus- 
tration of the fact that elevated position does not 
necessarily improve character. He was corrupt and 
disloyal on the throne, because, in spite of good 
parental example and training, he was bad at heart. 
He hastened the nation’s approach to the brink. 
Here again God gave abundant warning, sending 
the prophet with a special message from heaven. 
But so reckless had the king and some of his advis- 
ers become in their wickedness that it was not safe — 
for the prophet to deliver his word of warning, 
though that word was from God, His safety depend- 
ed upon hiding himself from the presence of the king 
and of man. A nation’s future depends greatly upon 
the moral character of the ruler. The signs are por- 
tentious when the rulers raise their hands against 
God’s messengers; especially when they do this 
because those messengers bring words of deserved 
warning on account of wickedness. 

Men do not like to have their attention called to 
their sins, nor have the result of sinning pointed out. 
to them. God’s word does both. It is a faithful 
monitor. For this reason many despise it, refuse to 
read it, try to get rid of it, and even hate it. When 
by strategy the book was at last brought before the 
king, and read in the hearing of himself and his 
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hardened courtiers, its words of warning sank deep 
into his guilty soul. There was no misunderstanding 
their meaning. They were meant for him, and he 
knew it. They made him uneasy, angry, daring. 
Seizing the parchment he cut it with a pen-knife, cast 
the pieces on the glowing brazier before him, and 
the room was lit up with the burning sacred roll. So 
hardened were both king and servants that this piece 
of high-handed sacrilege brought no fear to their 
hearts. Intercession of the friends of the book seem- 
ed to hasten the destruction of the prophet and his 
helper, who were only saved through the interference 
of God. There are still many Jehoiakims. Their 
lives are not spent in accordance with God’s will. 
The Bible comes to them with its warnings and 
threats. They know that these apply to their cases. 
They become uneasy. They dislike, despise, and 
hate the book. Its doctrines of sin, God’s wrath and 
future punishment, become unbearable. Then they 
bent their energies towards its destruction, or at least 
the destruction of those parts which are distasteful to 
them, and attempt to rid themselves of its exponents, 
The fear of God is neither before their eyes nor in 
their hearts. But the messengers of God, the friends 
of the book, can afford to remain royal to their com- 
mission, for he will surely and securely hide them 
under the shadow of his wings and in the cleft of the 
rock. 

The word of God, as represented in the Bible, has 
in it the elements of indestructibility. It is the word 
of life, and the living word. As the fabled Phcenix 
sprang from its own ashes, so the Bible seems to 
have the power of self-reproduction, bonfires kindled 
for its destruction only eventually resulting in more 
Bibles. The king had destroyed the one roll, but he 
had destroyed neither the prophet nor God. Be- 
cause God continued to live his word would continue 
_ to exist and to increase in its influence. Jeremiah, 
at the command of God, re-wrote the roll. Many 
words were added that had not been in the former 
roll. The conquest by the Babylonians was reiter- 
ated. The death of the king, the shameful mistreat- 
ment of his body, and the end of the dynasty threat- 
ened, The king’s wrath availed him nothing. The 
burning of the probably small roll resulted in giving 
to the world the entire prophecy. It has always been 
thus. The enemies of the Bible have only invited 
their own destruction, and courted God’s cumulative 
displeasure. The book has continued to increase in 


numbers and to gain influence over the hearts of men. 


Many who have predicted, and endeavored to hasten, 
its downfall, have long ago been almost forgotten, 
while their books remain unread; but the Book which 
they despised remains as the conservator of all that 
is best and purest on earth—as a treasure whose 
priceless value is each year more universally recog- 
nized. We need fear nothing. Its enemies will 
never prevail against it. “Surely the people is grass. 
The grass withereth, the flower fadeth ; but the word 
of our God shall stand forever.”—Central Christian 
Advocate. ~~ 
THE BIBLE AND PUBLIC MORALS. 


Piety is the perfection of morals, and the Bible is 
the bread of piety. It is the book to create piety, be- 
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cause it reveals a God whom we can adore and trust, 
and that is indispensable to piety. Piety sustained by 
the word of God is the theme of that wonderful One 
hundred and nineteenth Psalm. When Edmund 
Burke was thirteen years old he was put to school 
under a Quaker. Says that great statesman: “ Iread 
the Bible under his eyes morning, noon, and night. 
I have ever since been a happier and a better man for 
such reading.” t 

Piety and morals were at a low ebb one hundred 
years ago. It did seem as though Christianity were 
sagging down into a paralysis. The enemies of re- 
ligion were jubilant, and her friends were sad. They 
wept when they remembered Zion. But the old Bi- 
bles were in their homes, and were pondered. These 
were almost the only books they had to read. Some 
of you have them yet as precious heirlooms. And 
then Congress came to their help. The Continental 
Congress in 1778 passed this resolution : 

“‘ Whereas, True religion and good morals are the 
only solid foundations of public liberty and happi- 
ness : 

“Resolved, That it is hereby recommended to the 
several States to take the most efficient measures for 
the encouragement thereof.” 

-And one of these effectual measures had been in- 
augurated by the previous Congress, which had or- 
dered the importation of twenty thousand Bibles at 
its expense, because there were no Bibles published 
in the country. 

Be it remembered this was twenty years before the 
little girl in Wales went to the Rev. Thomas Charles 
and cried for a copy of the Bible; and this cry led to 
the formation of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. The first movement in this country toward a 
supply of the Bible for the people was by the Con- 
gress of 1777. It has the honor of being the forerun- 
ner of the American Bible Society, which has con- 
tributed largely to maintain morals and religion in 
our country, and so to preserve the liberties and hap- 
piness which those heroes bled and died to secure. 
The German historian Schlosser asked the Abbe 
Gregoire: “How it was possible that Robespierre 
could keep all France in his hands? ” The reply was : 
‘“TIn each village there was a Robespierre.”’ Do we 
query how a people, scattered over a wide territory, 
could be rescued from the demoralizing influences of 
the War of the Revolution and religion revived? I re- 
ply : “In each village there was a pastor with the open 
Bible inculcating the fear of God; and as the century 
advanced morals improved, so that corrupting in- 
fluences once tolerated are now antagonized.” With- 
out the use of the Bible a nation declines. Weare 
told nowadays of evolution ina people. The divine 
principle of evolution in humanity is the leaven of the 
Gospel. The nineteenth century has recognized, as 
has never been before, our obligation to our fellow- 
men ; and the awakened interest in the Bible, which 
began with the century and has continued into its last 
decade, has been the inspiration all along in the in- 


ception and progress of that magnificent train of | 


agencies which is designed to remove evils and 
strengthen righteousness, and improve the condition 
of the hapless. All the workers in these have been 


and are men and women of the Bible—Rev. Dr. 
Geo. S. Mott. : 
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THE BIBLE, THE PALLADIUM OF OUR 
NATIONAL PEACE AND PROSPERITY. 


It was a glorious event in the world’s history when 
the Bible was unchained from the papal throne, 
brought out of the cloisters of the dark ages, given to 
the press and scattered over Europe. It was like the 
bright rising of the sun after the midnight darkness 
had passed away. The glorious light of a new era 
dawned with renewed splendor upon the world, when 
man could read unmolested the sacred history of the 
doings of God with our fallen humanity. 

Freedom sprang to light as if by magic wherever 
the Bible went, and at its loving touch imagination 
stirred and awoke to a new life, and all the powers 
of the immortal mind that had so long been dormant 
amid the universal gloom, burst forth with a new and 
divine brilliancy. A fresh world of thought and feel- 
ing, the world of Oriental heart, opened it riches to 
poetand philosopher. A new inspiration was breathed 
into the world’s literature. Not only intellectual, 
but social and political freedom deepened and devel- 
oped wherever its potent words were heard and its 
living principles received. It revealed the grand cath- 
olicism of man’s religion, the great Fatherhood of God, 
and the universal brotherhood of our common hu- 
manity. It made known a glorious social theocracy 


under which all are brought to a spiritual equality, - 


made common brethren, subject to a common Lord. 
It exhibited to the world a spiritual socialism where 
none are advantaged because of personal merit, or 
hindered on account of untoward circumstances. It 
gave new force to the struggle against tyranny. It 
gave fresh impulse to material development and to 
political progress. It made cruelty, injustice, the op- 
pression of the weak, more hateful and intolerable. 
It initiated universal reform; it was the standard 
of all noble resolution. The spiritual being of man 
which lay crippled and unmoved in our mother-coun- 
try, like the lame beggar of old at the beautiful gate 
ot the temple, was rejuvenated and clothed with invin- 
cible strength and courage.—ev. lM. W. Pressly. 


TAKE HEED TO THE DOCTRINE. 


I cannot help congratulating you on being ordained 
to the ministery to-day, for this above everything, 


‘that the Bible is henceforth to be continually in your 


hands ; that the study of it is to be the work of your 
life ; that you are to be continually sinking and bath- 
ing your mind in its truths ; and that you are to have 
the pleasure of bringing forth what you have dis- 
covered in it to feed the minds of men. The minis- 
terial profession is to be envied more for this than 
anything else. I promise you that, if you be true to 
it, this book will become dearer to you every day ; 
it will enrich every part of your mature; you will 
become more and more convinced that it is the 
word of God and contains the only remedy for the 
woes of man. 

But be true to it! The Bible will be what I have 
said to you only if you go deep into it. If you keep 
to the surface, you will weary of it. There are some 
ministers who begin their ministery with a certain 
quantity of religious doctrine in their mind, and 
what they do all their life afterwards is to pick out 

* 7 F 
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texts and make them into vessels to hold so much 
of it. The vessels are of different shapes and sizes, 
but they are all filled with the same thing! and oh! 
it is poor stuff, however orthodox and evangelical it 
may seem. 

To become a dearly loved friend and an endless 
source of intellectual and spiritual delight, the Bible 
must be thoroughly studied. We must not pour our 
ideas into it, but apply our minds to it and faithfully 
receive the impressions which it makes on them. 
One learns thus to trust the Bible as an inexhaustible 
resource and lean back upon it with all one’s might. 
It is only such preaching, enriching itself out of the 
wealth of the Bible and getting from it freshness, 
variety and power, that can build up a congregation 
and satisfy the minds of really living Christians.—Dr. 
Stalker’s Yale Lectures. 


We should link Bible incidents to contemporaneous 
events in what is conveniently but unwisely called pro- 
fane history. When Samuel and Jeremiah come to 
dine with us, let us now and then invite with them 
some noble man or woman who has lived and labored 
in the same age but among a Gentile people. Hunt 
out chronological neighbors. For instance, call up 
Herodotus and Nehemiah together. What fourteen- 
year-old school-girl has not had burned into her 
memory the date 484 B.C., as the beginning of the 
famous Ionian’s career—between the bright triumph 
of Marathon and the brilliant victory of Salamis? 
What school-boy has not rung out the grand old lines: 

“A king sat on the rocky brow 
Which looks o’er sea-born Salamis; 
And ships by thousands lay below, 
And men in nations—all were his. 
He counted them at break of day, 
And when the sun set where were they ?”’ 
—and thought of the Halicarnassus lad who heard 
from his sire of Persia’s defeat and then and there 
calendared a vow to retell the tale for coming gen¢ 
erations? 

But while Herodotus the Gentile lived and dreamed 
and wrote for us, no less did Nehemiah the Hebrew 
live and dream and do for us. When the “ Father of 
History ” unsealed the records of his race, the Jewish 
patriot was adding the last and closing book of the 
sacred historical canon. How reasonable then to 
associate with the star of 484 B.C., his chronological 
neighbor Nehemiah, whose career is in every respect 
worthy to be written over against the life of Herodo- 
tus. The cupbearer of Artaxerxes in the magnificent 
palace at Susa (where Mordecai distinguished himself 
and Esther, the Jewish beauty, charmed the king) ; 
the devout petitioner unto Jehovah for mercy upon 
his people; the fearless pleader at the Persian throne 
for the right to go and build up the alls of Jerusalem ; 
the royally appointed governor of the holy city; the 
just, skillful, sympathetic ruler; the zealous lawkeeper; 
the upbuilder of Jerusalem ; the graphic narrator of 
her history —surely Nehemiah well illustrates the 
advantage of linking Bible characters to their chrono- 
logical compeers that when we think of the one we 
may remember the other. Thus round about the hem 
of our own lives and round about the hem of all his- 
tory we may have—if we will—the pomegranates of 
blue, and of purple, and of scarlet, and the wonderiul 
bells of gold.—/. B. Damon, mm the Christian Mirror. 
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A JAPANESE workman, who was necessarily away 
from his shop most of the day, put the following 
notice on the door: ‘Iam a Christian, and if any 
one likes to go in and read my good Book while I 
am out he may. Buddhist priests need not come 
here. I do not want them any more.” 


7+ 


In its New Year’s editorial the Christian Common- 
wealth, reviewing the condition of Christendom, 
says: “ The Bible has furnished a British conscience. 
There is no rightly-educated French, or Spanish, or 
Italian conscience. The Russian conscience is not 
yet born. It is herein that the Anglo-Saxon world is 
to find its solution, and it is here that it will be fur- 
nished with the panoply of primacy. Britain, Canada, 
the United States, Australia, and Anglo-Africa are 
being built on the Bible.” 


ee 


BisHop BEDELL used to relate that he heard one 
Fulgentio, of Venice, preach a sermon from the words 
of Christ, ‘‘ Have ye not read?” In this discourse he 
said, “If Christ were now to ask this question, all the 
answer you could make would be, ‘No, for we are 
not suffered to do it.’” At another time, preach- 
ing on Pilate’s words, “ What is truth?”’ he told his 
hearers that after many researches he had at length 
found the answer ; and taking out a New Testament, 
declared it was there in his hand—“ but,” added he, 
coolly, as he put up the volume, “the book i is pro- 
hibited.” 


DIDLESUGIE EY RECOKT: 


.NEW YORK, OCTOBER 20, 1892. 


* AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


_ The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, October 6th, 
1892, Hon. Enoch L. Fancher, LL.D., President, in 
the chair, 

Devotional services were conducted by Secretary 
Gilman. 

Among the communications from foreign lands sub- 
mitted to the Board were letters from Mr. Whipple, 
dated September 5th, saying that the cholera which 
had raged fearfully at Tabreez had ceased, and that 
the American missionaries were all well; from Mr. 
Bowen, at Constantinople, reporting that the city was 
quarantined against outsiders, and that some of the 
difficulties under which colportage has been con- 
ducted have been done away ; from Mr. Norwood, at 
Baranquilla, reporting that illiteracy and poverty 
stand in the way of extensive sales of the Scriptures; 
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from Mr. Penzotti, with accounts of large sales on the - 


Isthmus of Panama ; from Mr. Loomis, of Japan, in 
‘respect to the gradual opening of Korea to evangeli- 
_cal influences; from Mr. Manecke, of Puerto Plata, 
concerning a house-to-house visitation for the supply 
of families with the Bible; from the Committee of 
. Evangelization of the Waldeusiay Church, with inci- 
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dents of Bible distribution in Italy; and from the 
Board of the Hawaiian Evangelical Association. 

On recommendation of the Committee on Distribu- 
tion $1,000 in funds were granted for Bible work in 
the United States of Colombia and in Central Amer- 
ica. Grants of books were also made to the value 
of $1,838, including a One Ae to the La Plata 
Agency. 

The issues from the Bible Hotes in September were 
63,354 volumes ; issues since April Ist, 1892, 422,158 . 
volumes, 


Deceased Members. 


Cyrus W. Field, New York. 

Rev. Richard H. Allen, D.D., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Rev. Israel P. Warren, D.D., Portland, Me. 
Rey. Rodolphus K. Nash, Newark, Ohio. 
Jobn Van Nest, New York. 

Rey. Robert L. MecMurran, Portsmouth, Va. 
Rev. Isaac C. Hughes, Palmyra, Ohio. 

Mrs Samuel F. Bacon, Peru, Mass. 

Leander Van Ness Blakeman, Mt. Vernon, N. Y. 
Francis H. Root, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Rey. John Parker, Meriden, Ct. 

Rey. Edward &. Jewitt, Sandusky, Obio. 
Rey. George Parrott, Middletown, Ohio. 

Rey. William Wilson, Los Angeles, Cal. 
Lebbeus E. Elmer, Rome, N. Y. = 
Alexander B. Baucus, Bacon Hill, N. Y. 

Mrs. Maret. M. Freligh, Saugerties, N. Y. 
Benjamin B. Blydenburgh, Smithtown, N. Y. 
Justus F. Taylor, Albany, N. Y. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of August, 1892. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... A | 


Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited..........eeeeeeee : 153 
Anniyersaries attended asi. cxianmicn cseieatles <osen eee ao 57 
New Societies and Committees formed ee Ranteamiee este ® 4 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 249 
Letters: sont, cs iedevsvsleses se eenecetaceea aeons eete aes 2,368 
Miles travelled on official duty..........ececcececeveee 28,190 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $1,798 32 


Summary of Bible Distribution in August by 2 Col- 
porteurs and 26 County Agents reporting. 
Colporteurs, Co. Ag’ts. 


Days-Of ServiGel stuser dens cihewesecms ones 20 78 
Miles travelled.....c.ceccseseees walew siden Se in She 73 6,302 
Families visited by them..........ceseeers ie 760 14,667 
Families found withouta copy of Ser iptures 226 1,440 
Families supplied by sale or gift........... “ 61 79 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. ) 653 
Number.of DoOKkS 801d. 3.0.00. cccewe sev see Re 102 1,949 
.Value of books sold..... Mae Saipiisita seaetctaetisa o» $2194 $857 56 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 10 1,025 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $192 $238 69 
Contributions received... —___ $990 00 


eee ee) 


Summary of 80 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties, received in September, 1892. 


Receipts from sales in twelve months. ..........0.005 $3,589 63 
Receipts from collections and donations....... « 1,983 41 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 3,555 47 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 811 53 
Expended on their own flelds.......cccscccseecceeuees 727 67 
Value Of DOOKS:GONated slo. ssvaseuncnss eee cosnnannce 299 £9 


Value of stock on hand at date......csccssscccesceeee 
No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 
Hamilies:visited: by thems, «. vss vesetieduuriereedes ante 
Families-found destitute, vn. «ascarid swevenvincusiere ecw 
Destitute families supplied. ...+.......serseseeerssenee 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 
Sabbath and other gondals auppltedisie.s.c...c cca 


5,970 26 
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PTS IN SEPTEMBER, 189 a: P NEBRASKA. The Boys’ Training Club, First Pre 
——* Lincoln, German Mission 8.§........ 52 (0) Ch., Lockport, N. Ye, i oe $5 00 
LEGACIRS. North Nebraska Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. 48 50 Union Service, Canandaigua, N. ae 6 70 
Eaok, Roselia 8. nBUILS Chcciumatia Nebraska Conf, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 98 75 Van Doren, Rev. D. K., Mechautcs- 
Te Seam ee Gl een ae $500 00 Omaha, Clitton HIM Oh.........000+ 1 40 ville, N. Yo... e veesees 10 00 
Marshman, Clementine, late of Ga- Oxford, Meth. Ep. Ch............s000. 100 Van Wagonen, V. B., Kingston, N.Y. 3000 
lion, RECO. Cutscene casasciee QQ OX y RS Washburn, E. A., D rer, C 
eee be. Rha eee aa 8 2h SEES 1, E. A., Denver, Col... 1 00 
oes, cx, late of Greenfield Hill, Elizabeth, Cong. Ch......... ean NL aye olathe Mecting of Ifma 
ec OO RRC EEE Bc ree 100 00 New Gretna, Pres. Ch.. Wee 5 ah Springs & Vic., Lowa.......+..-+-+.- 15 00 
ks »rre a a aot 1 00 Maer ate a Ba Greenfield, M1... 5 00 
Se NEW YORK. aterman, Mrs. F,, Newport, N. Y 8 
Per > > DOLE Ns Lee 80 00 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. Gis doin oe ane oo saad 
own Point, Meth. Ep. Ch........... 
ALABAMA. Jay, Meth, Ep. Ch. & Cong..........5 ' 0 Ee aed 
Lafayette Dist. Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. Mariavitie, Congregation. ............ 4 00 Credited _ Credited 
oe ee ee Meth. Bp. Ch...........+- 200 Alameda & Contra Tete acelael 
— Cohocton, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 6 00 Cal : et eee aes. $13 2 
aks Manage i e100 Cal... sesceaeeesseeneeseney 3 25 
ew Edinburg, Meth. Ep. Ch. South, rie eciheehet ae ODES, chic obtain 2 U0 Alachua COs; Fla. vcc0ccrs 0% 20 00 
; ” ster, S erfield M. E. C ’ 
Washvitle, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... 9 . Penn aus Hise ae M. E. Ch, t 00 Alpena Co., Mich... ; $100 48 94 
Stutigart, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ 50 Rockland, Pres. Ch aaa pas pia cae A Fie ae ee 
Searcy, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.......... Lis Rhinebeck, Reformed Ch... Sa ee ence On bose 
a ee ee : : athe heebeace Che : “ ue peste & Vicinity, Ohio.. 81 96 
as : eae 1 ws Adams Co., Ohio........ . +. 3% 
oi irersetint: wae hee ee Re scsi a 3.00 AUSTIN, LOX ASS von erwsieisiesiecnisinls a : 
— Firat Cone. Ch... isc... 552. 18 00 ake . a al alls Sere se Rss aie 
Somers, Cong. Ch...... 98 NORTHIOABOLIN A pa RS ile . 
Somers, CONE. ON.....seereeeeseeeees 2 st ae EpSapHloG uk eee se cea eames 
Stamford, Meth. Ep. Ch....-+.+..0++5 7) 99 —- Biadensboro, Pres. Ch.........-++ +++. 2 00 an ae ape ee 
Wutertown, Meth. Ep. Ch........ 7 00 Clarkton, Pres. Ch......~-- 4 00 A Lg vlan eee ae ye 
Waterbury, First Meth. Ep.Ch....... 1 (0 Mazton, Meth. Ep. Ch. South. BOE SE vies On; nds ors as 
Windsor Locks, Cong. Ch...........+.. 29 10 Mt. Williams, Pres. Ch........ ee 1-61 Ct | eta oe 
St. Andrew's, Pres. Ch........ 85 piacere (eee oka 
Oe Sete rang i sc __ 2 aR 8550 Brazil & Vicinity, Ind 
Atlanta, First Meth. Ep. Ch. $ 22 6 nC 35 91 
p. Ch. South.. 22 65 OHIO. ee OO vpekcBanepisicce sete reels 14 00 35 91 
sas Central German Conf., M. E. Ch..... 1%8 20 PE eos eee eee 
Be sas GS sop ambien, Epworth Meth. Ep. Ch..... 6050 ep ee Roe 
|e Bie SS Py eae penton Oi. nae LOO eee ee a eae 
Bek ober ee Jefferson, Meth. Ep. Ch.... ....- epee a ee es oe 
oe naw ch fd, - 00 srtios Boone Co., Neb. .........--55 Sip 
pe A 6 70 PENNSYLVANIA. Central, ATK........4.++++05++ 38 00 
INDIANA. Burgetistown, Pres. Ch..........ese00s 13 71 Clageoe Sra Rise cerish tres 7% 
Indiana Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 5 00 rs Pres. Oh. 8.8..... -+++- 7 92 Goat x eens oes Lee 
Jamestown & North Belen Meta: Birmingham, Meth. Ep. Ch........++. 1 00 ese prone tece ee pee 
Ep. Chic. .2.- cece sence tee cesccoesnerse 4 00 oye See By 
Bee, ares. Me SOUTH CAROLINA. Clay Co., K8..........s0eseees 50 00 
eae soveserwsesss* South Branchvi Clark Co., Ky...... 
Ua emer oe... 6.00 choilte, M.E.Ch. South... 200 > Chippewa Co., Minu........ : 1,0 
Salem, Sabbath School.........++++++ He SE RN a ss 
ere + GOle COs, MOreasess rer seeaes 10 91 
Ackley, German Luth. Ch.........-++ 10 18 oo deca oS ti cena seeks 
“” Duteh Sena OL See yg, «Black Hills Mission Conf, M.E.Ch.. 8 00 Cayuga Cos N. ¥..-.+..+--2 98 00 
erman Meth. ; ae : Cinci i : 
ears Ge. be — Oi niieaiace 
West Freeseland, German Pres. Ch. . 28 60 pu amegee SS Sala plates ei mass coe Committee, : 
ae .. Gia eae at = eeataierapeveieteretaretele cele = 05 
x ai 6 
eioesin, Chiclatlad Ch.crse. sca .oc0s.260 100 Seymour, Cong. 8. SES cweaieseeart oar So 2 38 Comanche Co., Texas... 34 = 
ae HS Chippewa Co., ‘Wis. aa ABC 20 00 
_ ee $1,450 42 Douglas Co., K8.......260.++ 6 45 
: Sise, Chico 8 00 GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS. el ree Co., Mont...-.+5 80 00 
pee Ae ee ade Co., MO.....-..005- ae 35 00 
Lafayette, Meth. Ep. Ch. South... ... 2600  _ City, oe aS Sie on ae a te: 
Zachary, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ 25 50 Biggs, James, Bonham, Texas....... 1.00 Dutchess Co. we N.Y a 
eee -Brarap, BPs Webster, 8. D.......+++ 200 Defiance Co., Ohioc......++++ eee 
Fare ee ev seias, Gul kee yok bey tum ve sce ae 
South Berwick, Cong. Ch..... Sumas 50 00 aie bie ee? ae: ae chibi Tenn ene oo oS 
‘ os , Robbie D., Deadwood, S. D. 2 00 Dodgeville, Wis ( 20.97 
SES Goaper, Bay. Ae Wi, BI6M. 10-4000 $90... Heunist-00, tows, so acre ae 
Laure], Pres. Chi......----ere reese ee 10 00 adapts TA: 2 Eee oe lene Co. EBs esarsooeee ies - 
wae Collection at Port Royal Ky., by Rey. Emmet Co., Mich. Stee abe 
MINNESOTA. Geo: S. Savage...........-+++ pial 18 50 East Union Township, Ohi oe 
Duluth, Lakeside Pres. Ch........---- 40°00 Chase, Ira J., Indiana....... Se Aah s 1 00 Fort Valle ane aoe Onio a 
‘ Minneapolis, Bethlehem Pres. Ch. & eae J. = medias Valley, Ore....- 100 Franklin Co. Waa: sac. Sr ; fe 
, i. ildren 0 t 
ee eee a ere wea ee 
. ee ee ee pas Vow teirn cminre 559 26 
| : MISSISSIPPI. , Contributions at tes. 98 23 fall River ¢ ae eee 
Holly Springs, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 8 00 Eckels, Rev. C. E., Siam.......--...+++ 19 eat , Texas... ee 
Hollandale, Meth. Ep. Ch. South . 400 Fearing, Mrs. Maria, South Wey- _Gainesville, Ala. ........- 10.90 
4 Tuka, M Meth. Ep. Eh Souths, sorcch ssa 945 * mouth, MSSSaepiecens- clewecits ssaciec ne 1 00 Gurdo as eS ies Tees 
Gh Pleacant Mei Ep. Gh, eowth. ag, Gillette, J.M., Kane, Pa..... Seiaekxeene Oot HL o-oo A 46 00 
Senatobia, Meth. Ep. Ch. epee ss: 15 15 Housel, Peter C., Ossian, Ind.. 150 Grundy Co., Ill..... ee fc i 
Be epee Oh aes ee os fo 49 Lusk, R.M., Bonham, Texas. .. 100 Gallatin Co. Mont...... 6 
Winona, Churches......+.+.++ ee ee 80-1 Aad Joseph H., New York.....-.: 6,00.) -Genera, Ne ¥ _ 2 20 
uissenbur; Mrs. : eee S 3 : 
cies pe ¢, Mrs. Anna F Danville, ee ean Co. N. C. ae 83 86 89 80 
Brunswick, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 683 —_‘Stilson E.B., Auburn, Maine........ wort Go, N.C. ee 
B Seah ts , ., Auburn, aine......- 500 Guilford Co.,N.C...... 450 
Fayette, Meth. Ep. Ch.South......... 30 00 Thompson, Rey. E.and Wife, Taylor- Galion & Vicinity, Ohio. 1297 81 86 
panei ss: . PAkcnOR Thy ys = mle BOG, 5 00 Greenyille Co., 8. C...... 2 22 
peer ae ae . on m, exas.... 100 Greenbrier Co., W. oe y 
fontana pee Meth. Bp; Oh... -0+ = ® Townsend, Mrs. A. B., Baldwinsville, Grant Co. Wi8...-...esceese cee 
<P ; : cl See isle wt pire ese wieny cesiskigettne 500 Harris Co., Ga.........see 1 65 


Cash Balance from August, 1892 


N. B.—The amounts in ITaLio type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary fa ‘cl bach 2 as between the 
Departments, to show the net result of each. — 


POOL ees Soo eee cece crc cesneeensercreesee sable nlaWe'a. datas tornieletn bes © 


different — 


i tu, ers io y A 
Saw | | ee ee 


12,853 32 
$4,200 48 4 
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r : Credited Credited 
i ited Credited Credited t : 
as DoexGons knoe. as Donation. on Account. as Donation. on Account 
8 
Hancock ©0., Gis .ses cscesve $11 20 Livingston, Mont............ $31 45 Oxford, oar Vii ses uioastere te a 
,Howard Co., Ilowa........64. 16 50 Laclede Co., MO......:.0.3s. 413 Okolona, se beh 
Harvey: CO; HIS) caswesdeteles $21 15 Ladonia, TOXG8......c0csevee 34 86 Ottawa Co., Mie aad 
Wardin..©0., KV vccuceeccacer 15 00 Movile, Alanrcessnoawsiuies ows 99 18 Otoe Co., Neb treseee 47 4A 
Ball GO.) NGDasccesscsencastss 63 82 Marietta, Ga ......s.seeeeeee $5000 1884 Ontario Co., N.Y... ne 
Howard Co., Neb............ 5 00 Montgomery Co., Ill ....... 20 20 Oregon BLOTS TION Oo 10 50 
Hunterdon Co., N. J.......+. 45) 00 Marathon, Iowa............+ 30 91 Outagamie Co., Wiles riiked ae 
Independence Co., Ark...... 28 90 McPherson Co., Ks.......... 94 82 Oconto Co., TH Hi seeegeomies ae 
TAMRON Ga Janvs cicusryon ancien vith 2 25 MAIAG ccc wtisicensteinie. oo 800 00 Pattersonville & Vic., lowa. se 3 
Tregwtats Co., Tse esievsne 5 00 Massachusetts. ...... 750 00 Pendleton & Vic., Ind,...... tie 
Jefferson Co., Ala..... .. 5 82 60 Marshall Co., Miss.. ek : 6 68 Pike Co., Ala... Re oe pd 
aemdsonia, ATKiccsascoeve cows 2 85 ME PION, Mosc ccncdttees. fis 80 00 Pottawatomie Co., KS... ose a ‘8 
Jefferson Co., Ind........... 12 %5 Mecklenburg Co., N. C...... 150 00 Pulsski Co., Ky. 5: <de20- sana 
Jennings Co., Ind........... 18 55 Minnehaha Co., §. D......... 15 00 Port Sanilac Bible Com., - 
SEWER CO., LOW sc cccccnsnes 30 00 11 07 Maddy Cos, SD: ries case 13 70 OEE) eee amanigeaeereea ae is 15 
Jessamine Co., Ky, 4 49 Memphis and Shelby Co., Pipestone Co., Minn......... 21 x6 
Johnson Co., MO........000+ 2 80 Penna ceca Meme sane 7169 Portage Co., Ohio........... Le 
Kane Co., Il 9000 Maury Co., Tenn...........6+ 12 91 Pennsylvania..............++ 1,25¢ 86 
Kosciusko Co., Ind.......... 265 Montague Co., Texas,....... 6190 Randolph Co., Ind ......... $1206 28 69 
Kent Co., Mich....... .....0. 5000 Newton Co., Ind............. 26 24  BReinbeck, lowa.............. 15 &1 14 60 . 
BO :1:-}0)) v8: 20 00 Weéostio Co., KA sciusseecs cs. 24 65 Rockland Co., N. Y........- 25 38 8 10 
GL OO Elst acsecscsaaseete 74 11 Nemaha Co., Neb..........++ 46 15 Rapid City, S. D............. 4 82 25 0 
Lawrence Co., Ind. 5 80 Nevada. .....ccccnmtes ote 209 70 Reidville, S.C......... seeeeeee R 00 
Lucas Co., Lowa.. Skis 66 42 New Carlisle, Ohio........... 6 20 14 40 Ronceverte & Vic., W. Va.. 5 00 15 23 
PARTON LOWS, ce ieres ccna vieaciceje 61 20 Nashville, Tenn.............5 155 08 Ripon, Wi8.......c.cccscssees 5 59 36 15 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
Income Returns 
< From Sales Sales re- 
Church Gifts Gifts from from Minesiiane: 
Legacies. Collee- | from Aux-| from Indi- so ste Perpetual —— by Missionary pee Total Total 
tions. | iliaries. | viduals. Oe deeesee Wee rust f. | and other '  |Transfers.| Cash. P 
HRI Ey Funds. Agen Societies. 4 
een. $ $ j 
Cash...... 638 25 | 1,450 42 | 1,557 48 297 61 20D SD I eae 1,050 00 | 6,641 99 eerste 0 90 11,842 00 j 
Tramsfers.| ...... | ssevre 06 COC, bara tayo | saeses bres er LS, 81 79 q 
ROVE SA UUMTIAEION castarsie'siolarsialcste is easels een ota ais auiei oto a slalaetamctaatele c/a,a-¢ cw eniere aiavielcemagrnedet eaeeeas peneroor sugar. Ih6 61 8,865 21 
edt NO: CLAS reps spas cans one sound ented tunis suns Jtes ee eoqy eeRMeSe LT ack Coenen dines tr 42 81| 1,976 95 
ere ROME barons ss saeiretw et paaedaneens BESSA Ce wraeeee Renee ciuree inate sieaeenate eee ae 1,899 ¢8 
sreetiloctric Light-<wrs.ce eee SOGESA Ee SH Encnalohirem RSs oe’ snisiss wis GONSU AARC aa a ce ac eS 90 00 
“Trust Funds—William Houck Gift............ PineS Pete ae « a abel enwioes ~aneteae tena eee rte 3,500 00 
From Depository: 
Viilive” BOOKS: Tesi edi... xan-aanenictadane acolo wee cnebon: aM epweas dev aisld tamagehmedon Santee tic aes e aitettneen 18,348 Ih 
Retail Sales........ w sfeTpralavesn) Yara ated Brorstotaiors ovsralslalasatemexe aisle Boor Oe aoe aoe enararereyotdaleretats Trip Aciecsteieicleiers' sieeve Rie'stotereace 249 61 1,841 70 
SU ROTIOS a cininip eapcsis, siele,s em slolelnl Marden areje)s-0 danas Bai uereats aalaetalsfotels gist 'e. a Tule sleiraetee te Sewncls, seas vie'e oe Meret Cee 3 68 
eee 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
2S Cae eS Le 
Books Delivered Repairs to Sales of Waste = ad. 
to Depository. Plates. Material, Job Work, Finished Plates. | Miscellaneous. 3 
Gaara rae aiciels pele es wiasivies. se Seabee 371 32 aisinetenigie Remamuiee isisie/a)¢7si 371 32 
Transfers........ 15,125 6h 152 90 22 18 hhh 69 eae «ale Teretetsiy’s 15,7h5 61 
TOMPADLANSLONG i: socesdéis ee ctoegetestehacetyensseheqds anki auacieees OUTTA 34,612 65 ‘ 
oe es > 
Cash ROOCPLS.. «+ orev venvaniiescersnvarnereovsivvisisnidahle VOU. MEPs atnsccccsaeavendl 30,387 16 
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eons, Tes EES ENE GED ai el sao Gare 
Beotland, ATK. .occcs.ssccseee $720 Warrior Bible Com,, Ala.... Sr i Se Eni 
SHelby Co., Ala,..i....cceees Q7 41 "WIUMSUOT  WUleans ces ccs tccisces 50 00 $205 85 
Stephenson Co., Ill.......... $14 50 WSUB CO LNG icc tales sven 81 21 
Sangamon Co., Ill........... 1co 00. ~=3—s Warrick Co., Ind............ 20 00 SALES REPORTED BY FORKIGN 
Sharon & Lind Grove, lowa 22 85 Wyandotte Co., EEG Siies cease 5 20 AGENCIES. 
BANGIASTOWB coi iic dc vciccned 8 73 Waco & McLennan Co., Tex. 112 50 
Southwestern, La.... ....... 71 19 Wheeling & Ohio Co., W. Va. 100 00 Cuba ABCNCY.......seeeseeeeeeeeeeers 
Sault Ste Marie, Mich....... 2174. Yellow Medicine Co., Minn. apis) evant Agency... 
Stanton, MICH... ..ccicencsces 15 62 Yellowstone Co., Mont...... 26 t5 BLAM AGENCY... .eeeesererereeereecreses 
St. Joseph & Vic... Seo 25 00 Yankton Co., §. D........... 60 28 
Swift Co., Minn.............. 5 00 8 88 $6,641 99 
Silver Bow Co., Mont....... 84 6 7 B,865 % 
Superior & Vic., Neb........ ; 0 abe en MISCELLANEOUS. 
Shawnee Welsh, Ohio....... 4 50 RETURNS FROM BIBLES DONATED. Mra ey RALGR coe kbtatiocnomaemtaccantect $1,976 95 
San Marcos & Hays Co., Tex. 80 00 Bond, Rev. H. P. Dist. Supt., Mo...... $2 40 RRGbaIL SAB. cv cesccceacseres Become rs) tly 0) 
Summers Co., W. Va 1700 7482 Davis, Rev. Charles, Tex.............5 10 09 ‘Sales of Waste Matertals.. Sil 32 
St. Croix Co., Wis...... 1000 2890 ~ Evans, Rev. J. T., Dist. Supt., Minn.. 999  Rentals........-...s-+++++-- 1,899 98 
PaGlOr C0 Ca. oc cece. oss s- 4%) oot, F. N., Dallas, TeX.......0..0s000 119 Income from Trust Funds... 1,050 00 
TOCCOR, GAs......0.0.00s0000e 2150 Hughes, Rev. R. W., Dist.‘upt.,Ia... 9650 rue Funds ............... 8,500 00 
Tazewell Co., Ill............- 275 Jencks, D. C., Colorado Springs, Col. 1475  Hlectric Light.............. . 90 00 
Thayer Co., Neb............. 25 00 Mead, Rev. A. J., Dist. Supt., Wis.... 82 15 GUT Ob serctciceciociceniste om comet betectiatetas 90 
La 6 ee ee 54 35 15 03 Parker, Rey. Z. A., Dist. Supt., Ala... 18 10 canal 
THRGGE GO. IN. Leckeccs seeds 18000 15000 Presbyterian Board of Publication $10,780 85 
URN ee 14 55 and S. 8S. Work, Philadelphia, Pa.... 12 85 Paes 
Union & Vic., W. Va........ 5 50 15 45 Riggs, Dr., Santee Agency, Neb...... 7 00 Total RECIPts ry... ccseccecevecsiacwesne $30,387 16 


ee oeeaeaeoeoeoqoq=0S=S$q$q=q=q0q0E00000NSSs>saoa>»\»_—=m=—=s—@=——' 
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DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 


District | Colpor- Grants LARS, 
Sup’ts’ teurs’ to Mis- : 
P se Foreign — @| B.S. | Miscel- Total Total 
Salaries | Salaries | agencies. |Sther So-| Record. | laneous.| To Colport- /To Foreign} To Life | ponateg, Transfers.) Cash. 
penses. pe cietion: age. Agencies. | Members. ; 
a = $ $ 
Cash........| 3,016 78 eT RES 1D 1) ans.) 14e Ae oa eCO RR se {faianneen Rien Sane 17,069 18 
Transfers... sees ene ease merc S2)g 19 wea | perecions 323. 13 233 89 | 1,518 27 2,399 48 
Auxiliaries—Value of — Bepabes, seca al ens NTE etnies alereiste'aatbiareyipsaisrerowe.s SR bas onc. Dadmobbo tio aass 12,110 hi? 
The Trade— be ete eee Baie tals ovis neaternttera Veo sdaieginesrelraaesys seasvvee| 2,881 68 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy Income..... ...---++++--++ OE Traicoreteeicaaleticiepatcissie/s asiaie 53 08 
Bible House Expenses..........-- ae Say ar ea ors .crusieists PARSE SS nina coo CATO COCUEE 1,926 32 
General Salaries and EXPeMsSeS8.......-..0-sceeeceeeeceeseee ceeees Sielaie Sie sisialele Spans t sao apale tarsus ste's ainsertcinteie cate ste otbya.e’s 108 55 2,415 09 
Interest on Life Investment. .......--.22-. eee eee ee eee ae OS nk mea BS a SSarsped wig di arareieials atal sive sp olslete love s'elersaieleyerere 828 €8 
Richard G. KeyeS Gift......ceeeeeee esse eer e ener erecenees Siatin st vemnses Ses ply 1,225 00 
Trust Funds Invested Fitch Shepard Bible Fund... 2 
Electric Light Supplies......... ee a ne 1 00 
Electrotype Plates ........-e-eeeeee Sabiaidieiae tel oteenel eaves Se oa OSE a siereieeintys 152 90 602 69 
For Depository: 
Books from Bindery..........--secseseesess React Acee REP AvetOG BF tie Pe COC EEO ORD IO OCHO 15,125 6h 
Boxes, Cartage, and Postage.... .....-1veeeeeeeee re Peis baltincorees aa ele laoienereagot vt Erel= Aerie) SPENT eIe gts 266 30 
Value Books Returned............-ceeeeeeeeeeees eM sions se seRenleaas aati elec latencies seatlerisiaa aoe shane 37 81 
Discount on Sales..... er niatelets Elona cere neicclstersteres Teetnee sence reeeeeeeeece tees onan eanwelis nee Roviossewasryiedgiae 20 
Salaries and EXPeMSeS .........cseeeee see eereeee ve Re Ratralin aietaste 28 ag SRA Bere SOHO US bee agus .adonond Agdode 22 L8 869 73 
SSS SSS 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
ee aaa aa an 
Manufacturing, 
Rent of Machinery and 
i” Rg hn bauer ce cid a =. Manufactory. & Tools. 
Cash...) 8,347 57 7,620 62 28 37 reeenees 1 a 16 00.oh 
Transfers.....++. deadons droae a 3 35 pte heatarens 3 35 
fn es ee Ee 
WP otal TarislOrd.c veces ces +rarccccccararascacanacsacacsentoacesetensseeSnainit emecyces sen 84,612 65 
* Cash ita Raa OnIA ess sapinE ec ccantadaandenadanponann Bigs WNaNadselcdsoneeinseusee ess: 41,243 50 


_ Cash Balance forward to October, 1892....+.-++-++ Sirah eee NE Maca aes eat enes| ey LueeOr co 
N. B,—The amounts in ITALIo type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary payments by transfer as between the dittefont. ; $43,240 B 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D........-...+0: President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D.. ‘ 
; respondin 

REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ t oa 4 
REV. ALBERTS. HUNT) D.Dicicdeess saves j 

WILLIAM PODLED i ccweccsegeneteesteceenr } .. Treasurer. 
CALEB: T. ROWE «ccc ancncelerinicte oGincuhiatieislere sett General Agent. 

DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to ‘The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiseal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to “The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
etc.. and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Wo books are supplied for sale on commiéssion, but as a special 
énducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices ts 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers tn books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from five cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR. NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rey. Z, A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
PACATISES pais uss Sere tiie soso dre eae Rev. E. M. PIPKIN, 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada............ Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, D.D., 
Oakland, Cal. 
GOOPEIG c.crtak en os osteead ooeeee Rev. HERBERT P. MymRs, : 
Barnesville, Ga. 
PHS ROIS Remark cl eee wees ..... Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
Princeton, Iu, 
EMGTAN As ho acows mass vetoes Rev. W. J. VIGUS, . 
Wabash, Ind, 
Towa..... Saweideintsieeneels sseeeees- REV. R. W. HUGHES, : 
; Grinnell, Iowa. 
AKAN SHS Ween ns tree aw ans Wed weed Rev. J. H. Lockwoop, 
< Salina, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rey. Gro. 8S. SAVAGE, M.D. 


Winchester, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rev. J. W. MCLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La. 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rev. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & N. & S. Dakota....Rev. Josaua T. EvANs, 
Minneapolis, Minn, 
. Rey. H. P. Bonn, 
Fayctte, Mo, 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- pees . W. WAINWRIGHT, D.D., 
ming. .\o. Beastie weaee Blair, Neb, 


New Jersey & Delaware.........Rev. WILLIAM W. MOFFETT, 
: < Camden, N, J. 


seeeeees REV. D. K. VAN DOREN, 
Mechanicsville, N. Y. 


IMGSSOUTI sess este e cee setae 


te eeeee 


New York... sca: 


_ North & South Carolina........Rev. THomas H. LAw,D.D.,. 
— Spartanburg, Ss. C. 
me OE a gt aaa seoee-Rev. E.S.G@ILLErTE, = 


: Cleveland, Gite, 
: “Ore ‘on, seesainaion. n, pashan Bete: C. HETzLErR, d 


0 men Ne Nai gee Eh eS WIiraM B. RANKIN, _ 


dks 


i Bets Virginia. consis ava NS THomas s Contos, 


ee 


BisLE SocrETY RECORD. 


~ forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 


Volume 37. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 


Le ee 


Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with tt. 


4 
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DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
suin of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


ne ae ee oa 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevelent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- — 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auviliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- © 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work > iS 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, “aie 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. : 


The American Bible Society expects that due ereait 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 
The price of the Bible Society Record to subseri 


1892, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and 
States postage in all cases A be p 


patie 5 On the same ae 
tors of churches contributing 
Society. — 


Three oe ha be sent, ‘ag 
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